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 C abinet  M odifications
With over 25 years fulfilling custom needs, we can alter or modify
most cabinetry, while still utilizing your existing cabinetry for:
       • Large TVs/ Refrigerators and appliances
       • Recycle Bins and shelf pullouts
       • Cabinet alterations/repairs 
Thinking about home, office, entertainment, custom cabinetry, shelving,
crown mouldings, baseboards, new doors or mantels? We can help there, too!

925.827.1093 Paul Kephart Master Craftsman
www.TheCabinetMd.com

Licensed Cabinet & 
Millwork Contractor

#598395

“Let Us Light Up Your Life”  
Residential � Commercial � Industrial

Serving Contra Costa since 1991
More than 35 years experience

All Work Done by Owner

Professional Installation of:

www.BurkinElectr ic .net

Bonded & Insured
Lic.#C10-631523

James Burkin
Sole Proprietor

� Ceiling Fans, Recessed & Track Lighting  � Kitchen or Bath Remodel 
� Exterior/Security/Landscape Lighting � Electrical Service Upgrade   
� Complete Home Wiring - Old & New � Spa Installation

Call Tom
for a free
estimate

Since 1993! 
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

SHOP AT HOMEWe will
Bring the Samples 

to You!

E

CALL FOR A FREE
IN-HOME ESTIMATE

925-828-9600
Quality Work & Service for over 13 years.

CARPET, VINYL, LAMINATE, TILE, HARDWOOD

Flamingo’s Flooring

10% off any job. We Carry All Major Brands

From Front Page

CARPET CLEANING
LAMORINDA'S FAVORITE
FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS

FOR OVER 36 YEARS

SUMMER SPECIAL

I 5 %  OFF
(925) 283-8744

www.siggyscarpetcleaning.com
3408 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette

Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair. 

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious
On-time | Trustworthy | Local References

Full design team resources available 

Lic# 681593

General Contractor

925.631.1055 www.MVCRemodeling.com

“A little bit of myself 
goes into every job.”
Michael VerBrugge, 
President, 
Moraga Resident

Giving Dreams an Address    
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CalBRE #: 00903367

~ HE’S ALL ABOUT LAMORINDA ~
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Office:  925-254-8585 
Cell:     925-998-7898 

www.clarkthompson.com 
 ct@clarkthompson.com 

Moraga Turns 40
... continued from page A1

      
“I was horrified by the way bulldozers were cutting

into the hills and doing massive grading,” remembers
longtime resident Dick Olsen, who bought a new house
in Moraga in 1972. “So I immediately got involved with
the Moraga Community Association.” He became the
chair of the association's civic affairs committee, which
was reviewing development plans for Moraga with the
county.  

      
“One of our concerns was that the format for these de-

velopments was all townhouses,” recalls Olsen.  He cites
The Vineyard project that proposed close to 1,000 town-
houses in Sanders Ranch.  “The county’s General Plan for
Moraga proposed a build out of 52,000 people, says
Olsen. “It was premised on two freeways coming into
Moraga.”  Those freeways are also the reason Moraga has
two shopping centers.

      
For many years, the state had plans for a pair of new

freeways to converge in Moraga: The Shepherd Canyon
Freeway was to run from Highway 13 in Oakland through
Canyon to what is now the entrance to the Moraga Coun-
try Club. The path of the Gateway Freeway would have
started at Highway 24’s Gateway exit (now the Wilder
exit) just west of the Caldecott Tunnel and run up through
the valley. The two freeways were to merge in town and
follow the current route of the Lafayette-Moraga Trail into
Lafayette and beyond.  

      
“Merle Gilliland, Mike Cory and I coined an acronym

for what the county wanted to do to Moraga: CCCCCC –
the Condo Clustered Capital of Contra Costa County,” he
says.  “We wanted to preserve the semi-rural character of
our town.”

      
The turning point was when the state passed the Cal-

ifornia Environmental Quality Act, requiring the study of
environmental impacts for new developments.  Cory,
Gilliland and Olsen asked the county commission for a
one-year moratorium on all development until a traffic
study could be completed that would analyze what the im-
pact of the new developments would be.  “We believed
that the town should foster single-family homes and deal
with the roadway problem,” says Olsen.  The county ap-
proved the moratorium and the study; and privately, ac-
cording to Olsen, commissioners asked the three residents
to start the incorporation process so they would never have
to see them again.

      
During the preparation work for incorporation, Mor-

aga resident Bob Merritt, an attorney with a prominent
San Francisco firm, met with Joe Connery, the executive
director of the Local Agency Formation Commission, and
negotiated the city's limits.  One initial idea was to incor-
porate the part of Orinda that is now Wilder.  

      
The incorporation team believed that the Gateway

area should be under the control of the town of Moraga to
insure later construction.  Moraga favored the Gateway
Freeway but could not stop its demise. The plans for both
freeways were killed in the mid ‘70s by the State Highway
Commission due to "financial constraints.” 

      
It is interesting to note that Connery refused to include

the Gateway area in Moraga’s  incorporation map  – at the
time, he supported the idea of an incorporated Lamorinda.

      
There were many residents who did not support in-

corporation. A group that called itself “Keep Moraga Un-
incorporated” was formed, headed by Allan Odell, with
Mikki Chattler, Vincent Matteuci and Elliott Abers.  One
of their main concerns was that the tax burden on residents
would be much higher than the 16 cents per $100 valua-
tion promised by pro-incorporation supporters.  Keep
Moraga Unincorporated maintained that 91 cents per $100
would be a more realistic number and that the cost for ad-
ministration and public works had been grossly underes-
timated.  

      
Large developers also opposed incorporation. “Limi-

tation on property rights was our No. 1 concern,” recalls
Clark Wallace, who owned 1,000 acres in Moraga. “We
knew that if approval authority was moved from the Con-
tra Costa Board of Supervisors to a Moraga City Council
it would significantly inhibit our ability to develop Mor-
aga. Opposition (was) a rationale business decision on our
part,” he says, adding that he is very proud of the pre-in-
corporation era accomplishments.

      
Joan Bruzzone, whose husband Russ was also a major

pre-incorporation developer and whose family continues
to be the largest property owner in Moraga, says that in-
corporation was a very stressful process and the new town
has made development more of a challenge than ever.
“There was nothing that gave my husband more pleasure
and satisfaction than to build homes for families,” she
adds. 

      
Voters approved Measure M for Moraga and the

town was born.  The official name of the 15th city in
Contra Costa County was the City of the Town of Mor-
aga.  The first council was comprised of mayor Mike
Cory and council members Merle Gilliland, Bill Combs,
Barry Gross and Sue McNulty (now Sue McNulty
Rainey).

      
Rainey, who was the only woman on the council and

later became Moraga's fourth mayor, recalls the council’s
first meeting. “We had a very large turnout; the whole
JM auditorium was full.  The spirit was excellent, and I
remember that at that first meeting, we spent the most
time on what graphic should be on the town's seal!”   But
the town quickly started work on its own General Plan
and control of its own destiny.

      
Today, the issues of development and traffic impacts

are still at the forefront.  Town Manager Jill Keimach
cannot imagine the town had it not incorporated. “It is
about local control and being able to elect and appoint
individuals from the community who represent their
views,” she says.

Toast to Moraga – 40th Anniversary Celebration
6 to 8 p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 27 at the Moraga
Commons Park
Community picnic-style (bring your own) dinner in the park to celebrate the 40th anniversary of the
incorporation of the Town of Moraga. DJ RyanO and Campolindo High School musicians will pro-
vide the evening’s entertainment. Attendees are encouraged to bring a potluck from home or pre-
order food from participating local restaurants. Each six-foot table comes with six chairs and a
bottle of sparkling juice for $35; you can reserve as many tables as you like. Pre-registration is re-
quired – the registration deadline is Sept.12.  For more information, and to register, go to www.mor-
aga.ca.us/BookingRetrieve.aspx?ID=224022.

“Remembering 40 Years”
Saturday, Oct. 18 
Saint Mary’s College Soda Center
The Moraga Historical Society, the Town of Moraga and St. Mary’s College will be “Remembering 40
Years.” Cocktails and conversation will begin at 6 p.m., followed by dinner at 7 p.m. Featured speak-
ers will represent each decade of incorporation: Barry Gross and Sue McNulty Rainey for the first
decade, followed by Margaret DePriester and Greg Crossley, Frank Sperling and Bill Vaughan, and fi-
nally current town council members Mike Metcalf and Dave Trotter. For more information or to pur-
chase tickets, contact Susan Sperry at (925) 376-3053. The registration deadline is Oct. 14.




